Volume 19, No 31
July 28, 2010
“ Visit our website...
venantsgrace.org

THE
COVENANT

EXISTS TO SHOW GOD’S

Grow Relate Adore Care Evé\‘mgilﬁ\ :

Speaking Peace...

Sunday begins 4 wonderful days of celebration. Through skits, music, stories about God,
crafts, food and witnesses to God’s love, we’ll celebrate our covenant with God. We'll learn, laugh
and find ourselves fed. Each evening, adults and children will share some moments together. Each
evening, many of us will watch children grow and learn right in front of our eyes. Many of us adults
will listen to some Christian entertaining DVD’s Ralph has planned for us. This will be an enjoyable
time for the adults set aside while our children are creating games and crafts.

Each evening will begin with a meal at 5:45. From 6:30 until 8 or so, we’ll experience unique
and creative ways in which the good news of Christ will be made known.

Set aside a special time for your heart. Do yourself some good. Most of all, your presence
becomes the Presence of Christ for our children and for each other. Don’t miss your opportunity to
bear witness for Christ.

7/7}5 Sunday’ ’bn 8jbze 80/7001 Son Adventure Theme Park

Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.... if we love one another, God
abides in us, and His love is perfected in us. By this we know that we abide in Him and He
in us, because He has given us of His Spirit. We have seen and testify that the Father

has sent the Son to be the Savior of the world. | John 4:11-14

Vacation Bible School is here!! Covenant's annual Revival for the entire church family!!!

If you are not excited about 4 days of enthusiasm, praise and fellowship that we call our VBS,
then, you have never been before. If you are not planning to come to be a part of this celebration of
our Christ, our children, our family then you will deny yourselves the joy and the faith renewal it
brings and you will deny us the power and pleasure we take in your companionship and spirit. We
need your love and laughter and spirit brought to God's love and laughter and Spirit.

For four days we will look at the scriptures through the ease and simplicity of a child. We will
show the love we have for our children, each other and our LORD by sharing this time together.
Each day we will look at a new testament scripture and highlight one aspect of choice we can make
through our faith.

Each evening will begin with a meal that we all shall share. We will move to the Sanctuary for
the opening ceremonies and Bible story time acted out on the stage. This special time is always full
of excitement and the joy of watching the children become so involved. Then while the children go
to crafts and games the adults will have a time together that will enrich them.

On Sunday evening, you and the children will be asked to Choose to Believe, On
Monday evening we will Choose to Act, On Tuesday evening we will Choose Forgiveness and
on Wednesday evening we will Choose Jesus. Please give us the gift of your choosing to be there.

It is not just a matter of the benefit you gain. It is the benefit we all gain in the shared experience;
shared with each other, but also blessed and shared with our God.

Billy

Judi



Ralph’s Reflections...

Are you called to contemplation? Do you feel that something is missing in your prayer life?
Do you find it difficult to communicate with God because no matter how hard you try when talking to
God you find words elusive, hollow or maybe even meaningless? If this happens to you, chances
are that you are normal, that you, like the rest of us, are so caught up in the cares of the moment
that conversation with God is difficult, impossible or may even seem pointless.

This Wednesday (for those of you who get this on line) will be your chance to experience the
contemplative dimension of worship in our monthly Taize Service. The service will be preceded by a

beans and cornbread dinner at 6 O’clock.

This seems like a good time to remind you of the Centering Prayer groups that meet at our
church. We meet in the chapel at 8:00 am on Sunday (alternative Sunday School) and Tuesday
evenings at 7:00 pm. Additionally, there is a centering prayer group for AA members on Saturday
morning at 8:30 am.

If none of these services are convenient for you, | suggest that at a minimum you find a few
minutes each day to simply be quiet and listen for God to talk to you. It is during this time of quite,
wordless communication that your soul can be fed, your spirit lifted and a very real prayer life be

realized. Silence is the voice of the Spirit.

Ralph
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Mike Wilson’s mother, Nancy Leverenz, passed
away during the night of July 21 in Kingman,
Arizona. Our deepest sympathies are with Mike
and Sandy during this time of grief and sadness.
We share all our thoughts and prayers with

Mike, Sandy and the family.

River Inn 1-800-841-0501 (Reservations)
Thursday, November 11--14
If you plan to attend RI Retreat, you can call for
your reservations. Room rates per night, $70 for a
one bedroom/studio and $105 for a 2 bedroom.
As before, each individual is responsible for:
e Making your OWN Reservations at RI
e Depositis due by Sept 12 (Give to Debbie)
The deposit is one night’'s room rate
e Balance is due in full by October 31
e Keep record of your deposit & balance due
for your stay.
e For arefund, cancellations need to be
made 72 hours prior to Nov 11 (RI’s policy)
Once the deposit and/or balances from
Covenant is given to RI, you must go
through them for your refund.
One check from Covenant with all deposits & then
balances is given to River Inn so we can maintain

our tax exempt status. Thanks, Debbie Howe




Youth Calendar for Jul

What's left of it) and Auqgust 2010

Wednesday, July 28 Game Night, Julie Thigpen |
Friday, July 30 Barnyard Sanctuary 4:00-7:00

Sunday, August 1- Wednesday, August 4
Vacation Bible School, Middle school and
High school will be assisting the smaller
children with games and crafts.

Wednesday, August 11 Poster Party for Car Wash

Saturday, August 14 Car Wash Fundraiser
Church Parking lot.

Wednesday, August 18 Scavenger Hunt for
Middle and High school

Tuesday, August 24, First Day of School for CCISD
and FBISD

Sunday, August 29 Beach day

Friday, November 12 - Sunday, November 14
' Inn with Covenant family
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Medial Library News: A fascinating book has been

donated to the media library: The Man In The Mirror; Ta|ze

Solving the 24 Problems Men Face, by Patrick M.

Morley (155.3 Mor) The whole thing is well worth Wednesday'’s
reading, but | was especially struck by the eighth chapter: July 28th
How to Avoid Regrets. At one point the author

comments, “If we are willing to go so far as to die for our August 25th

children, why is it that we often don’t seem willing to live
for them?” So many fathers are so busy climbing the
career ladder that they don’t realize what they are missing
until it is too late. Fathers, be sure to read this one.

Read and enjoy, Elma
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Home Group Schedule
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SUNDAY
6:00 pm Calvin Fanchier
Place: Fellowship Hall
MONDAY
7:00 pm Billy Storms
Place: Ed and Angie’'s Home
6125 Garden Court — 991-4949
7:00 pm Ralph Willis~ Every Other Week
Place: Pat & Jerry’'s Home
6109 Garden Court — 993-6323
TUESDAY
7:00 am Mike Dixon — Men’s Breakfast
Place: Town & Country Cafe
7:00 pm Ralph Willis-Centering Prayer
Place: Covenant Prayer Chapel
7:00 pm Taco Tuesday — Mike Dixon
Place: Acapulco Rest.
Weber/Saratoga
Wednesday
5:30 pm Waves of Grace - HG
Carole Moody
Place: Youth Class Room
6:00 pm Fellowship Meal
7:00 pm Midweek Worship &
Youth Student Ministry
7:00 pm  Taize — Every Fourth Wednesday
THURSDAY
2:00 pm  Ladies Thursday Afternoon Group
Place: Betty Perry
6203 Hidden Cove
985-2517
7:00 pm Karl and Joanne Arnold
Place: The Arnold’s Home-929 Coral
852-5800
Julie Hominick
Place: 3113 Bimini — 510-8749
SATURDAY
8:30 am  Eleventh Step Centering Prayer
Dave Klassen
Place: Covenant Prayer Chapel
Sunday Worship Schedule
8:00 am Centering Prayer - Ralph
8:00 am  Billy Storms— Bible Study
9:00 am  Worship - Rev. Ralph Willis
10:00 am Worship - Billy Storms
Children/Youth Sunday School
Faviola Gardner’s Bible Study Class
11:00 am Worship - Billy Storms

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Military Prayer List
Tiffany McMinn, C J McMinn, Elizabeth Nichols, David
Nichols, Carolyn Owens, Kerry Buckle, Bryan Harris, A.J.
Fitzgerald, Thomas Austin Brooks, Danny Ritchie, Kris
Becka, Aaron Becka, Martin Vasquez, Kevin Dixon, Colton
Long, Carrie Romans, Bryan Trinkle, Mark Jackson,
Joe Richard Benavides

Prayer List
Olon Smith, Jackie Hard, Faviola Gardner, Chris Slough,
Lois Bell, Darlene Bellah, Ryan & Emily Beckman, The
McMinn Family, Lil Grant, Kathy Benson, Dot Anderson,
Clarence Jones, Charea Holz, David Lewis, Joanne Arnold,
Gay Nichols, Cathy Reeves, Bill and Eunice Harden, Mike
& Sandy Wilson (loss of Mike’s mother, Nancy Leverenz),
Leonard Anderson, The Family of Tommy Ray, Don King,
Curtis Ford




